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Structure of this paper

Section
Number of 
questions 
available

Number of 
questions 

to be 
answered

Suggested 
working 

time
(minutes)

Marks 
available

Percentage 
of 

examination

Section One
Source analysis 3 3 80 66 40

Section Two
Short answer 4 4 50 39 30

Section Three
Essay 2 1 50 25 30

Total 100

Instructions to candidates

1.	 The	rules	for	the	conduct	of	the	Western	Australian	Certificate	of	Education	ATAR	
course examinations are detailed in the Year 12 Information Handbook 2016. Sitting this 
examination implies that you agree to abide by these rules.

2.	 You	must	be	careful	to	confine	your	answers	to	the	specific	questions	asked	and	to	
follow	any	instructions	that	are	specific	to	a	particular	question.	Write	your	answers	to	all	
questions in this Question/Answer booklet.

3. Additional working space pages at the end of this Question/Answer booklet are for 
planning or continuing an answer. If you use these pages, indicate at the original answer, 
the page number it is planned/continued on and write the question number being 
planned/continued on the additional working space page.

4. The Source booklet is not to be handed in with your Question/Answer booklet.
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Section One: Source analysis 40% (66 Marks)

This section has three (3) questions. Answer all questions. Write your answers in the spaces 
provided.

Additional working space pages at the end of this Question/Answer booklet are for planning or 
continuing an answer. If you use these pages, indicate at the original answer, the page number 
it is planned/continued on and write the question number being planned/continued on the 
additional working space page.

Suggested working time: 80 minutes.

Question 1  (17 marks)

Refer to Sources 1A and 1B in the Source booklet to answer Question 1.

(a) Outline the perspective on religion presented in Source 1A. (3 marks)

(b) Outline the perspective on religion presented in Source 1B. (3 marks)
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Question 1 (continued)

(c) Comment on the reliability of Sources 1A and 1B. (6 marks)

Source 1A: 

Source 1B:  
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(d) With reference to Sources 1A and 1B, analyse the statement: ‘Religion has no place in 
society’. (5 marks)
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Question 2  (19 marks)

Refer to Source 2 in the Source booklet to answer Question 2.

(a) Explain the significance of the event that is the focus of Source 2. (5 marks)
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(b) Describe the key challenges associated with this particular event. (4 marks)

(c) With reference to Source 2, outline the process the Great Council will undertake to 
address particular issues. (4 marks)
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Question 2 (continued)

(d) Source 2 focuses on how a religious structure is used to address issues. Describe in 
detail how one religion uses another structure to address specific issues. (6 marks)
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Question 3   (30 marks)

Refer to Sources 3A, 3B and 3C in the Source booklet to answer Question 3.

(a) Describe the role of religion in Sources 3A, 3B and 3C. (9 marks)

Source 3A: 

Source 3B: 

Source 3C: 



See next page

RELIGION AND LIFE 10 

D
O

 N
O

T 
W

R
IT

E 
IN

 T
H

IS
 A

R
EA

 A
S 

IT
 W

IL
L 

BE
 C

U
T 

O
FF

Question 3 (continued)

(b) Consider Source 3A. Outline two other ways in which religion contributes to the culture 
of Australia or another nation. (6 marks) 
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(c) Further to Source 3B, comment on the role religion can play in national political debate.
   (4 marks)

(d) Consider Source 3C. Outline what motivates a religion to provide community and welfare 
services. (4 marks)
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Question 3 (continued)

(e) With reference to the sources and your learning, construct an argument for or against the 
statement: ‘Religion plays a critical role in the public life of a nation’. (7 marks)

End of Section One
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Question 4  (10 marks)

(a) Explain how one key social factor affects the way in which people interact with religion. 
  (5 marks)

Section Two: Short answer 30% (39 Marks)

This section has four (4) questions. Answer all questions. Write your answers in the spaces 
provided.

Additional working space pages at the end of this Question/Answer booklet are for planning or 
continuing an answer. If you use these pages, indicate at the original answer, the page number 
it is planned/continued on and write the question number being planned/continued on the 
additional working space page.

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.
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Question 4 (continued)

(b) (i) Construct a question that researchers might use to guide inquiry into the influence 
  of social factors on religion.  (2 marks)

(ii) Outline a research plan for this inquiry.  (3 marks)
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Question 5  (12 marks)

(a) Describe the historical context of one religious event and/or issue from the past. 
   (4 marks)
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Question 5 (continued)

(b) Explain two ways in which this event and/or issue was significant for a particular religion.
   (8 marks)
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Question 6  (8 marks)

Describe in detail how a particular religious belief, teaching, ritual or practice helps people in 
their search for freedom.
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Question 7  (9 marks)

(a) Outline the nature of one current issue for a religion. (3 marks)

(b) Examine the interaction between a particular religion and a current issue.  (6 marks)

End of Section Two
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Question 8  (25 marks)

Discuss in detail how one religious belief, teaching, ritual or practice developed over time.

or

Question 9  (25 marks)

Discuss the concept of freedom from the perspective of a particular religion.

End of questions

Section Three: Essay 30% (25 Marks)

This section has two (2) questions. Answer one (1) question. Answer in essay form.

Additional working space pages at the end of this Question/Answer booklet are for planning or 
continuing an answer. If you use these pages, indicate at the original answer, the page number 
it is planned/continued on and write the question number being planned/continued on the 
additional working space page.

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.
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Question number: 
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Question number: 
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Question number: 
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Question number: 
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Question number: 
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Question number: 
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Question number: 
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Question number: 
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Question number: 
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Additional working space

Question number: 
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Additional working space

Question number: 
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Additional working space

Question number: 



Published by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority of Western Australia
303 Sevenoaks Street

CANNINGTON  WA  6107

This document – apart from any third party copyright material contained in it – may be freely copied, or communicated on an 
intranet, for non-commercial purposes in educational institutions, provided that it is not changed and that the School Curriculum and 
Standards Authority is acknowledged as the copyright owner, and that the Authority’s moral rights are not infringed.

Copying or communication for any other purpose can be done only within the terms of the Copyright Act 1968 or with prior written 
permission of the School Curriculum and Standards Authority. Copying or communication of any third party copyright material can be 
done only within the terms of the Copyright Act 1968 or with permission of the copyright owners.

Any content in this document that has been derived from the Australian Curriculum may be used under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Australia licence.


